IFIF Board Statement

The feed industry promotes the use of innovative means of communication
for the labeling of feed ingredient facilitating global trade and supporting
their safe use

v. 30 September 2025

The International Feed Industry Federation (IFIF) represents and promotes the global feed industry, an
essential participant in the food chain for providing safe, sustainable, nutritious and affordable animal
sourced food for a growing population.

For sustainable feed production, IFIF members source and distribute feed ingredients globally, based
on environmental and economic values. Furthermore, they use these feed ingredients for producing
premixtures and feeds, consumed in various countries. IFIF recognizes the need of its members to be
properly, adequately and transparently informed on the use of the feed ingredients they place on the
market. The current regulatory frameworks require the use of physical labels for providing this
information, including safe handling and storing of the feed ingredients, as well as their conditions of
use. However, the feed industry is highly professionalized in most countries, including Low- and
Middle-Income Countries. Tasks are shared with the employees on the manufacturing site,
necessitating information for the proper handling and storing of feed materials and employeesin the
office (e.g. formulators), necessitating information on the conditions of use of the feed ingredients, in
the country where the premixture and the feed they produce is consumed. This separation of task
leads to the benefits of using different media for providing the information, such as facilitating global
circulation of feed ingredients, reducing labeling costs for industry.

To further improve the safe use of feed ingredients on the site and the safe production of premixtures
and feeds, in line with the regulatory requirements of the country where the product is consumed, IFIF
supports the option of labeling feed ingredients, using electronic means. This approach will help:

- Providing relevant and adequate information to the workers on site, properly legible and
understandable, building on exiting global systems (e.g. Global Harmonized System of
Classification and Labeling of Chemicals)

- Providing relevant and adequate information for the formulation of premixture and feed,
compliant with the regulatory requirements of the country, here it is consumed.

IFIF has developed a guideline for the implementation of the approach, securing the provision of
transparent, up-to-date, controllable information, on the way to using electronic labeling for feed
ingredients, considering the requirements of authorities.

IFIF is convinced that this approach will improve the safety of workers on site (better information on
the risk and precautions in relation with a specific feed ingredient), the safety and compliance of the
premixture and feed produced and reduce the risk of feed losses in relation with outdated stock of
‘non-compliant’ or border rejection of ‘non-compliant’ labeled feed ingredient.

The use of QR Code, which is proposed for the provision of electronic information, is now well
developed and can be used by implementing authorities to verify compliance of the information with
local regulatory frameworks, keeping all information on the product label, either in a directly legible
format and in an electronic format.
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